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Survey of Knowledge of Practices to Help English Learners Access and Use the Language of Mathematics: Released Items

The following items pertain to instruction.
Vertical articulation involves building smooth transitions across grade levels.  Noticing their English learners’ struggles with mathematics, a group of 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade math teachers decide to get together to improve the transitions between and across grade levels.  Which of their vertical articulation efforts would help English learners of an intermediate proficiency improve their English at the same time the teachers’ articulation efforts help their English learners improve their conceptual knowledge of mathematics?

(On your scantron, mark A for YES, B for NO, or C for I’M NOT SURE for each choice.)
	1) In addition to content alignment, they consider the terminology used to teach particular concepts in different courses.  They decide to use the same terminology and definitions when appropriate across all grade levels and math courses. 
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	2) They develop a glossary of words used in their different grades and courses; the words include: 

a) words such as "quotient," "ratio" and "area" that are associated with mathematical concepts 

b) ordinary words such as "limit" and "table" that take on a specific meaning in mathematics 
c) non-mathematical words that frequently appear in word problems. Examples include "travel" and "profit."
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	3) They decide to use similar explanations of concepts, building and expanding upon them as feasible and appropriate.
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	4) They decide to use an identical way of teaching students vocabulary.
	A. Yes
	 B. No


	C. I’m not sure

	5) During their lessons, they agree to use similar templates and solution methods, when feasible and appropriate, for helping students solve word problems.
	A. Yes
	B. No


	C. I’m not sure

	6) They decide to refer students to learner dictionaries across grades and math courses.
	A. Yes
	B. No


	C. I’m not sure

	7) They decide to replace mathematical terminology with everyday, student-friendly, familiar words whenever possible across grades and math courses.
	A. Yes
	B. No


	C. I’m not sure

	8) They follow similar procedures for scaffolding student conversations and writing.
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	9) They decide to use the same rubrics for grading students’ constructed responses.
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	10) They decide to all teach in the same way each day.
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	11) They decide to follow LAUSD’s Mathematical Instructional Guides and, in addition, to use common mathematics curricular programs.
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	12) They decide to incorporate four instructional approaches into their teaching: teaching academic language, using instructional conversations, using cooperative learning, and using advanced graphic organizers.
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure


The following items pertain to Mr. Cortinez and the language of word problems.

Mr. Cortinez asks his students to solve the following word problem:

Ms. Jamieson, the vice president of sales, took a client out to lunch. If the lunch was $44 and she gave a 20% tip, how much money did she spend on lunch? 

A. $8.80

B. $35.20

C. $52.80

D. $53.80

Which of the language features listed in the table below will make the word problem difficult for Mr. Cortinez’s intermediate-level English learners to solve?

(On your scantron, mark A for YES, B for NO, or C for I’M NOT SURE for each choice.)

	13) the proper noun, Ms. Jamieson
	   A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	14) the prepositional phrase of sales 
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	15) the conditional clause that begins with the word if  - If the lunch was…
	A. Yes
	 B. No
	C. I’m not sure

	16) the word lunch
	A. Yes
	B. No
	C. I’m not sure


(Turn over please.)


