Turning Headings into Questions

Procedure

1. Ask students to turn headings of math textbooks into questions.  Tell them to write the questions on the right side of a T-chart.  

2. Students read and study the textbook to answer the questions, filling in their answers on the right side of the T-chart.

3. Students share answers in small groups of two to four other students.

Why this technique helps students:  This technique helps students learn to read for a purpose.  

Why this technique is particularly effective for English learners:  The technique provides students with practice formulating questions.  

What to do if students lack the proficiency in English to complete the task on their own:  

A Few Suggestions:

· Provide a model of a completed T-chart,

· Pre-teach question formation, 

· Provide students with question frames,

· Provide word banks, 

· Pair students with others who can help them, 

· Arrange to provide students with instructional assistance during the task.
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Source:  Adapted from Himmele, P. and W. HImmele. (2009).  The Language-Rich Classroom.  Alexandria, Virginia: ASCD.  p. 55.  Note:  Himmele and Himmele adapted their idea from “SQ3R Study Strategy’ in Effective Study by F.P. Robinson, 1946.  New York: Harper.

