STEPS TO TEACHING DISCOURSE (LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS) 

WITH SENTENCE FRAMES 
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Use sentence frames to teach specific oral language functions (like expressing agreement and disagreement or comparing).  

Before instruction starts:  

1.   Write the language function and target sentence frame/s and samples of completed 

       sentence frames on the board or overhead, 

2.    Prepare a handout containing a short list of the targeted sentence frames for your 

       students, and 

1.    Prepare written and verbal instructions and activity handouts as needed.

Step One:  Getting the students ready and engaging their interest. 

(  Signal that language instruction will take place and explain why.

(  Specify what students will do.
(  Prepare students to take notes.

Step Two: Teaching the language function/sentence frames explicitly.

( Introduce a few language functions and sentence frames in a meaningful context. Complete the frames for the students.  Show the students how and when you would use the language function and frames.  

( Point to the completed sentence frames on the board or overhead.   Tell the students to read them silently as you read them.   

( Guide the students in reading the completed sentence frames aloud. Ask the students to copy the completed sentence frames in their notes.

Alternative:  Introduce each sentence frame one at a time.  Repeat Step Two each time you present a new sentence stem.
Step Three: Providing independent practice – additional opportunities for students to hear and/or read the sentence frame and use it in speech and writing (output).  In this step, you need to use a familiar instructional strategy to engage students in an activity in which they rehearse the use of sentence stems with partners before using the sentence stems in a whole class discussion.  It helps to provide students with both written and verbal instructions, including time frames, and student responsibilities.   

( Model the activity that students are to participate in and the ways students could use the language function and sentence stems.  
Step Four:  Providing formative assessment.  Hold each student accountable for using the sentence stems.  Actively monitor student responses (e.g. walking around, providing feedback, redirecting off task behavior).  Assess all students’ ability to use sentence frames when appropriate.  For example, you could ask each student to use a sentence stem to complete a written task.
