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      Questioning: Tips for Promoting the Development of Academic Language
· Use classroom management techniques that help you question all students fairly.  For instance, consider using your roll book or Popsicle sticks with students’ names on them to call on students randomly or calling on students systematically by classroom quadrants or another technique.  Do not avoid calling on shy students, students doing poorly in your class, or English learners with little proficiency in English.

· When you ask your students a question, give them an opportunity to discuss the question with a partner before answering the question in front of the entire class.  Start a habit of using the think-pair-share technique to increase students’ conceptual understanding and knowledge of the language of your disciplinary area.

· Wait at least six seconds after asking a question in order to allow students to formulate their answers.  Before asking students to respond to your question quickly, try counting silently to yourself: “One-Mississippi, two-Mississippi, three-Mississippi, four-Mississippi, five-Mississippi, six-Mississippi.” 

· Use students’ answers as part of further probing questions. (For instance, try building on students’ answers by saying, “Why do you think a sum of seven happens so often?”), rather than rushing to say, “Right,” “Good answer,” “Yes,” or “Thanks.”

· Model question structures that students may use during class discussions.  For instance, you can ask them, “Why is ______ different from _____?” or “__(name)__, what did you mean when you said, ‘. . .’?”

· Post a few question frames to use frequently during instruction for a period of several weeks.   Use these questions to expand your own repertoire.

· Begin some small-group discussions by posting a specific question for students to ask classmates; for example, “Why do you think that . . .?”

· Vary the level of complexity of questions for all students, but carefully decide which student to ask to respond verbally to each question depending upon the student’s level of fluency and grasp of the topic.

· Ask knowledge and understanding (literal) questions that generally have specific, short expected responses as well as questions that promote general reasoning and higher-order, critical and creative thinking.

· Make sure that even English learners with a beginning-level of English proficiency are asked questions that promote the development of higher-order, critical thinking skills.  You will need to scaffold these questions and their answers.

· Make sure that even students with a low conceptual understanding of beginning skills are asked questions that promote their development of higher-order, critical thinking skills.  You will need to scaffold these questions and their answers.

· Direct some questions to particular students by name in order to show that you expect that they are thinking about the topic and to show your interest in their ideas.

· Help students expand their responses by asking questions such as, “Tell us why you think . . .”

· Avoid rushing through a lesson by letting the same few students answer most of the questions.
Task 2:  Questioning:  Tips that Promote the Development of the Academic Language
Take 5 minutes to discuss the tips above with your colleagues or partner. Then, with these individuals discuss additional tips that you have used and have found effective for fostering academic language development.  When you are finished discussing these tips, write 2-3 additional tips for using questioning strategies in your disciplinary area.

Task 1:  Additional Questioning Strategies:  Tips that Promote the Development of the Language of Math

· _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 2:  Tips that Promote the Development of Language of Math  
With others at your table, check the 10 tips listed above (including your own) that you believe most help students develop their conceptual understanding of Math.
Task 3:  Talking Chips 

Each group member gets 2 Talking Chips.

Each group member shares one response to each of the following items.

1.    Describe your favorite questioning tip and explain why it fosters students’ development of 

       their conceptual understanding of math and academic language.   

2.    What do you do to encourage all students to participate in Question and Answer sessions?

A Few Question Types that Often Fail to Elicit Good Student Responses

Independent writing assignment: What is wrong with the question types below?  Complete the graphic organizer below.

	Question

	Who knows what ____ means?       

	Can anyone tell me ___?  

	Who knows the answer?  

	Are there any questions?

	Is that clear?








