THINGS TO DO TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

· Seize an opportunity to learn about your English learners and whenever you can, shape your lessons to their interests, needs, and previous experiences.  (Connecting to learners; building on previous knowledge)

· Have regular conversations with all the English learners in your class who have been at an intermediate level of English proficiency or below and who have not made much progress improving their English.  Make a plan to help them improve their English in your mathematics class. (Planning instruction)

· Create multiple opportunities for your English learners to communicate—using word banks, sentence stems/starters, and language models to scaffold their language development. Whenever possible, structure the class, so that a block of time during each period is devoted to pair or group work. (Interaction)

· When you ask your English learners questions, give them an opportunity to discuss their answers with a partner first using word banks, sentence stems/starters and language models.  When appropriate, call on students only after they have had a brief discussion with a partner.  Start a habit of using the think-pair-share technique effectively, not in a way that disrupts learning but in a way that fosters constructive interaction and extended conversations. (Interaction) 

· Create a word wall in your classroom, where you post the key vocabulary and definitions of your lessons. (Vocabulary)

· Hold all students accountable each day for using language to express their understanding of mathematics. (Monitoring student progress)

· When you talk, stop for a brief moment frequently and systematically to reflect on how comprehensible your speech is to the English learners in your class and whether students understand you.  Are you speaking clearly? Are you emphasizing key words? Are you pausing to allow processing time (wait time) for your listeners? Is the class quiet enough so that your students can hear you and others? (Comprehensible input)

· When teaching beginning-level English learners, use visual cues to illustrate your points, such as gesturing, pointing to illustrations, and using real life objects (realia). (Clarifying for beginning-level learners)

· Take time to help English learners learn to use difficult mathematical language that they have been struggling with. (Instruction)

· Recognize English learners for their positive contributions in your classroom.  Express your appreciation of specific learners to colleagues. (Motivation)

· Communicate with the parents and guardians of English learners on a regular basis, notifying them not only of their children’s attendance, behavior, and academic problems but also notifying them of their children’s successes and providing them with practical suggestions that the parents can use to support their children’s progress. (Parental support)

· Each day, take time to reflect on what language and content objectives you have achieved, who has not attained these objectives and why, and what your next steps will be to help students make progress.  (Monitoring student progress)

· Develop plans to engage the interest of students in each and every lesson. (Motivation)

· Routinely allow time for practice during lessons. (Instruction)

· Double efforts to provide after lesson practice opportunities, e.g., through high quality technological tools, after-school buddies or tutorials, homework clubs, as well as math videos, projects and assignments. (Practice)
· Assess students’ misconceptions and identify where they make mistakes and what specific steps they can take to overcome them. (Misconceptions)

· Follow a sound, coherent, standards-based curriculum. (Curricular materials)
· Build students’ beliefs that their effort and persistence will pay off in greater achievement, e.g., by acknowledging students who show effort and persistence, by increasing opportunities to show students that they can succeed when they work hard, by sharing information with parents and guardians about effort and persistence, by providing specific feedback on student work, and by bringing in older English learners who have worked through difficulties and are now succeeding in high school mathematics.  (Effort)

	ACTIVITY:  YOUR TURN

Directions: Discuss these questions:

· Which activities are the most important?  

· Which ones will not result in a big difference for English learners?  
· Which key activities are missing from the list?  


YOUR TURN: ACTIVITY  

What are the most important things that teachers can realistically do to make a difference for English learners, helping them achieve success in mathematics?  Write your own list of 10 items.  Lists will be posted on the CaMPS website. 

NAME/S:________________________________________________________________

10 THINGS TO DO TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Congratulate yourself for the remarkable effort you are undertaking to make a significant difference in the lives of your students!

