Action Research Brainstorming

Group 20
	Description 
	Brainstorming 
	Comments

	1. Ideas for action research?
	· Using fractions to solve word problems.


	· Needs to be more specific; Continue filling out template.

· What kinds of word problems?  Are they related to a specific topic?

	2. What data do I have for the areas I am interested in? 
	· LAUSD Periodic Assessment, Quarter 1
	· Are the data coming from other assessments besides Periodic Assessment?    

· Will you collect and examine data from all your students or just a subset?  

· Are there any interesting data relevant to your action research topic that you need to collect from the students (e.g., through questionnaires or focus groups) that might help you interpret Periodic Assessment, Quarter 1 scores and trends in the other test data you collect?

	3. What outcomes do I want for my students?  What standards will I address? 
	
	

	4. Possible interventions to achieve the outcomes I want with my students (Who? What? Where? Why?)
	Who: Teacher and students

What: Conceptual lessons/math journal/visual software

Where: Classroom

Why: To improve mastery of 6th grade standards 2.1 and 2.4
	• The what of the project needs to be clarified and narrowed. It will be very tricky to determine from your study what helps students -- the conceptual lessons, the math journal or the visual software.  The effect of using multi-component interventions is often difficult to determine. 

•  It is important to define/explain each of the intervention conventions very well.

	5. Assessment  - How are you thinking of assessing the effectiveness of your research?
	
	Will you use periodic assessments to pre-test the students’ knowledge of their ability to use fractions in a specific way to solve particular types of word problems, use an intervention, and then post test students with an equivalent assessment?

	6. Possible Team Member(s), school(s), grade level(s) 
	Park Ave. School, Grade 6:

· L. Quintanar

· C. Prado

· E. Vargas
	

	7. Statement of  identified problem(s) you are interested in 
	
	


Next Steps:  Narrow your action research focus (#1) and intervention (#4).  Identify the specific assessment data you will need to determine whether your intervention is effective.  Discuss what the intervention will look like and how you will use the intervention with your students in the same way (and in roughly the same time period). Will you need specially designed materials to deliver the intervention or can you rely on textbook materials perhaps in combination with your own materials?  Complete the template.  

