Action Research Brainstorming

Group 18
	Description 
	Brainstorming 
	Comments

	1. Ideas for action research?
	· Understanding word problems


	· This might be our possible example.

· Word problems in general is too broad to investigate well.  What specific type of word problems do you plan to study?  Are they word problems associated with a specific topic, math concept or content standard?

A word of caution: It will be hard to show gains in a short time if you do not narrow the types of multi-step word problems you choose. It might be good to focus on multi-step word problems related to a specific math concept or standard.

	2. What data do I have for the areas I am interested in? 
	· PA 1 and 2

· Formative Assessment
	· Will you collect and examine data from all your students or just a subset?  

· Are there any interesting qualitative data relevant to your action research topic that you need to collect from the students (e.g., through questionnaires or focus groups) that might help you interpret CFA scores and trends in the other test data you collect?

· What specific formative assessment do you plan to use?  Is the assessment already developed or will you develop it as a team?

	3. What outcomes do I want for my students?  What standards will I address? 
	· Measure increase of correct answers to word problems (percent increase)
	· How much of an increase do you expect? 

· Do you expect the same increase of all students?

	4. Possible interventions to achieve the outcomes I want with my students (Who? What? Where? Why?)
	Academic vocabulary building activities

· Mathematically speaking

· Sentence frames

· Reading comprehension strategies


	Are you focused on building vocabulary (and have three interventions to do this), or are you proposing four interventions to build students’ understanding of word problems? 

As you revise this section, please narrow the components of your intervention.

A word of caution: Multiple-component interventions can be tricky.  It is hard to determine the effect of each of the multiple intervention components on student outcomes. A suggestion:  Focus on a single intervention.

	5. Assessment  - How are you thinking of assessing the effectiveness of your research?
	· Periodic assessment data

· CST
	· Clarify how you will pre- and post-test students (on a similar group of word problems) to determine if students have improved. 

·  Is it possible to use CSTs and periodic assessments to assess the effectiveness of your intervention?

	6. Possible Team Member(s), school(s), grade level(s) 
	7th Grade Math/Science Ellen Ochoa Learning Center: 

· Sander

· Tregarthen

· Kulas
	

	7. Statement of  identified problem(s) you are interested in 
	Students who can correctly solve questions that are skill-based do not experience the success on word problem questions that address the same skill.
	Please revise statement.  Clarify terms.  Focus on the the intervention you propose and explain that you think it is or is not effective. Make sure all terms in the statement are clear and/or explained well.


Next Steps:  Narrow your action research focus (#1) and intervention (#4).  Identify the specific assessment data you will need to determine whether your intervention is effective.  Discuss what the intervention will look like and how you will use the intervention with your students in the same way (and in roughly the same time period).  Will you need specially designed materials to deliver the intervention or can you rely on textbook materials perhaps in combination with your own materials?  Complete the template.  

